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Mr. Taft's inaugural message has .ﬁxt-i
tained the rather unususal length of 5.0 !
words, or nearly four columns of The
Was ton Herald. It will occupy nea
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that the system is not lkely in the future
te become as ineffective as it has been on
occasions in the past. The problem of
efficiency in naval sdministration is being
solved, even under existing limitations,
and it nmeeds but a strong and sensible
Secretary, like Mr. Newberry, to keep
the machine in fair working order.

Capt. Hobson is evidently firm in the
faith that our fleet could not do it again
without getting into all sorts of trouble. }
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Gas Legislation—Repesl Act of 1896.
With Congress now In its final stages, |
it is to be taken for granted that C‘vnh'-'x
man Gallinger will not press his general

Although offering the basis for satis-
factory and equitable legisiation, as we|
have repeatedly said, it is so laden with
provisions and framed in|

questionable !
render its |
!

such ambiguous terms as to
enactment into law decidedly unsafe.
feat would certainly be its portion jts |

present form: time is lacking to bring
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ing essential amendments, and it is too]
|
important a measure to be acted upon|

| sult so far:
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that he may be differentiated from his
“descendant,” the junior Senator from
Arkanses. We had hoped this matter
might be adjusted wdthout friction, but
we fear that pesky word “descendant”
will start something pugnacious down
South.

The lately invented ecrown top for bot-
tles is said to have all but ruined the
corkscrew Dbusiness. There is something
crooked about this story, piainly enough.

.

“Can a mule be silenced?”

inquires

i some one of Poet Paul Cook in the Bir-
{ mingham Age-Herald. There appears t¢

be no way in which he may be prevented
from registering his kick whenever the
spirit moves him.

“Hampton's Magazine twe months ago
mlled for ‘real poetry’ in the voice of a
i strong man crying in the wilderness. Re-
Alfred Austin’'s ‘You and
Us,” ” says the Chicagg/Post. Probably
Hampton's desires to begin at the bottom

{ and build upward by easy stages.

Senator Hopkins, of Illinois, seems
fated to be attached to that undesirable

little “ex,”” in spite of all he can do.
It is quite evident that nothing less
! than forty-six summer White Houses will
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A LITTLE NONSENSE.

THE DRAMA.
In silken shoes and ragged dress,
Forlorn she stands.
A peck of diamonds, more or less,
Adorn her hands.
Yet she must beg, she doth confess,
In foreign lands.

The canvas grove is dark and vast
The wintry breeze

Comes whistling in a bitter blast
Through canvas trees.

The paper snow is falling fast
And she will freeze.

And now the wolves are on the run;
We hear their whoops.

To yelp and howl have they begun
In sallen groups.

I understand the trick is done
Outside by supes.

The hero dashes from the wings;
The wolves skidoo.

The leading lady to him clings;
They bill and coo.

We may as well put on our things;
The play is through.

Explained.
“What's this survival of the fittest?"”
“It's this way. Some wimmen git
through the winter in spite of their peek-
aboo clothes.”

In Pugilistic Parianee,
“It was a sad joit to her when she los:
the duke.”
“Well, what did she do?"
“She took the count.”
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Something Up.

“What would 1 do if a man should
come in and offer to subscribe for three
yvears and pay in advance?™

“T'd teil him T couldn't the
story.” sighed the country

A Good Scheme.
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WASHINGTON CHAT.

By THE SPECTATOR,

Elliot Gregory, 'who is in town for the
marriage of his niece, Miss Laura Jack-
son, which will take piace March 6§, is
well known in the artistic and literary
circles of both New York and Paris. In
the latter city, indeed, he gained most
of his training as a painter, having
studled there with Carolus Duran and
Cabanel, as any one who has seen his
work would be able to divine, since it
suggests both of these masters, and has
the strength and character of Duran with |
the delicate coloring and sensitive hand-
ling of Cabanel. The best known of his
portraits is that of Ada Rehan, which
many prefer to the famous canvas of that |
actress by Sargent. Mr. Gregory has not |
devoted himself alone to his brush, which |
earned him an honorable mention In the |
Paris Salon, but is a writer as well, and |
has contributed some charming papers|
tc the literature of the day under thm
pseudonym of “The Idler,® the best|
known of which is “Worldly Ways and |

By Ways.” This versatile man hasz so!
long been classed among the young!
American artists that it is diffic to
realize he is fast approaching sixty, but|
his enthusiasm still remains keen, and |

genre subjects to the direction of opera |
is= a wide field, and it will he remem- |
bered that Mr. Gregory !s one of the di-
rectors of the Metropoiitan Opera. *
the fact that Gen, Corbin's|
and friends insist that the
Italy can be his for the acc

ing, Larz Anderson, of Washington and
Brookline, is now mentioned in
tion with that portfolio. If the social!
prestige that our representativegs have
establisheg in Rome is to be kept up
one couid be found better suited for the
purpose than Mr. Anderson who
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lnenr here, in the midst of a great park,
iwit‘n pleasant walks and drives. space
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REGULATING THE BUDGET.

House Seheme to that End Has Much
to Commend It. 3
From the New York Tribune.

Up to a few years ago, heads of de-
partments and bureaus did not hesitate
to spend more than their anpual allow-
ances, running to Congress afterward
for relief through deficiency appropria-
tions. These deficiencies used to amount
as high zs £2),000,000 to $0,000.000 a year,
and the unauthorized creation of obliga-
tions becams such a scandal that Con-
gress passed a law forbidding any de-
partment or bureau head to anticipate
his allowance or to run into debt except
in a critical emergency. One source of
extravagance was thus closed. But there
hags remained the tendency to ask Tor
amounts greatly in excess of the govern-
ment’s prospective income. and to thrust
on Congress the duty of paring down in-
flated estimates, as well as the odium of
reducing appropriations in which various
{ sections or services have been interested.

The House wants to have the Executive
take a larger share in the shaping of the
budget and the balancing of income and
outiay. Its idea is that the Secretary of
the Treasury, who receives and trans-
estimates to Congress, shall
compare the total of those estimates with
the probable revenues for the yvear which
cover, and make a statement to the
President of the excess of expenditure
indicated. The President can then, in his
to Congress, either point out
cuts which can be made with least
or suggest

they

the

They would not prepare s budget, as at
present, with consideration only for their
iown needs and ambitions, without a|

i glance at the income shee: of the estab- |

lishment. They would have to measure in |
jadvance the capacity of the Treasury to
pay the larger dra.‘ts on 1t, and would ! ¢t
hav® to accept joint responsibility for the |

The plan of the

position of new i(axes. '
ise for relieving the obvious e'nbor-i
ents of the present situation has|

to commend it !
PLEAS FOR “WHITE HOUSE.” {
Mr. Taft Urged to Continue thei
Rooseveltian Practice, i C

i the Baltimore Star. !
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SEA-LEVEL CANAL PROBLEMS. E

Some of the Dlﬂltuhies in Con-
structing a Clesr Ditch. {

Prom the Engineering News. k
There are problems in connection wit’.zi
canal which have never been |
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AT THE HOTELS.

“It is to be deplored that Congress 31¥®
not deem it advisable to make a suitable
appropristion to carry on the study of

aerostatics and the bullding of airships"™
said Lewis Nixon, of New York, at the
New Willard last night. Mr. Nixon is

wel]l known In political life in the metrop-
olis, as well as an authority on the cone
struction of modern men-of-war.

“There is a great future for the aire
ship. and each nation is making efforts to
get ahead of the other in the matter of
producing the best and most effective
aircraft. It is really to be deplored™
cantinued Mr. Nixon, “that the Congress
did not make the appropriation which
was asked for by the War Department
for the purpose of carrving on experi-
ments and investigations.”

Mr. Nixon said he believed in a strong
navy for the United States and a power-
ful fleet for the Pacific, as well as for
the Atlantic. “The question of a strong
fleet for the Pacific is nothing new with
me. I wrote an article for one of the
magazinesx over ten years ago advocating
zn effective fieet for the Pacific.” he saild.

“Referring to the Pacific fleet, I made
no mention of the Japanese guestion, but
present events are the best evidence of
the soundness of my argument. It is my
opinion that a great mistake was made
by our authorities in intervening in the
Russo-Japanese war. This is plainly to
be seen in the present tendency of Japan
to absorb Korea and Manchuria and cap-

new taxation to meet the prospective de-|tyre the trade and commerce of China.

ficiency The executive departments “Yes, of course, | believe in Dreade
! d thus be Induced to take a more|noughts, but this idea of fighting ma-
| direct interest in governmental economy. | chines is nothing new to .n»T nited States,

{ Even as far back as the war of 1512 the

battery on the American ships was
heavier and more ‘powerfu] than that of
the English vessels. The battery of the
Indiana, which I designed, was more
ne class of
American
their

hips in the English navy.
ships have always been known for
superior batteries.”

Robert Mantell, the well-known actor,
was seen at the Raleigh last night, and
said that it is a great mistake tp think
that the actor does not take any interest
or part in acr ve politics

‘If you were to drop in at the Lambs’
lub at any time during the progress of
a political campaizgn wouid soon
realize that the average actor takes a
deep interest in the political affairs of
the country. The reason why we do not

you

t Latin mouthful not only | voie is simply becanse that we may be
lcity and the at the most out-of-the-way piaces when
{ election day ‘comes around.’

“There i= a peculiar fascination
said Capt

in firing
Thomas A. Berry,

of Kansas City, at the Ebbitt last night,
e {Capt. Berry iz a former army officer,

hut is now a lawyer, and
ness before the departments
“A gun is well enou
ed Capt. Berry
tary rifle is good, but the revolver is the

is here on

busi-

“and even

iike the feeling of fidence th
rer the man who knows he can

con

he fires at. For this reason it is
of wonder that the enjoyment of
s not more general.
“One reason may be the fact
range of a pocket weap
many of these
| r worthless as
! X or a .S
some marvelous
at the various t

"1Ann!‘ﬁ"

vards, a

dom at a gze er range th
yards. With ciass

may shoot into a two- ‘nr‘"
twenty yards angd into a fou
at fifty vards.

“The best pocket revolvers
of doing good work up to !
and will shoot i
Be ause "f the

Ebbitr,

at the
President

said

ratic sentiment
was Ar’r‘ﬁ unced that

“he wrote a

Rai i ;

Black Swamp, where piles of 1 feet long | C°S¢ cope

£ bottom. Here ! Views as to all
of the Pana ! uration, and

appeared. It
even if wholl
ing m 2 h
"r’?xO'a. le th !
cut of great depth

construct a

ber, too, that the ground level steadily }
rises f Gatun, all the way along the |
Chagre Valley, to Bas Obispo. In}
the swamp near Gatun the bottom of |
sea-level canal weo be some ¥ '.—-.--i
the general ground level Near |

» the bottom would be some seventy |

feet below this level. At Gamboa, where |
the Chagres River enters, the hottom r\fi
the river bed would be some ninety fwi!

{ Can the reader imagine what would
happen to this deep ditch, dug far below
level of the surrounding country and
for much of the way through soft quag-

| the

mires? Can he form an idea of the wash
u.h along the sides of such a channei sub-

jor‘tod as it would be to an enormous
rainfall? Has he any conception of the
that attend a rainfall of twenty
and over in a single month? Can
he understand the radical difference be-
tween a deep ditch cut through the rain-
lesg desert of ‘Suez and a far deeper ditch
cut through the soft allu deposits of
the Lower Chagres Valley?

=

Task for Legal Light,
m the Chicago Post.

To put the Roosevelt policies effectively

. | tiring

ration as he cot
turn, Clevel

cCOuUrtesy

same
President

any measure of

cessor without

respect.

“When Garfi » In
1881, Gen. Hancock his

competitor and rec
number of votes ¢
field in the enti
the military escort
Capitol for

Discussin
Benjamin V.
who is at the

Coburn
Raleigh,

that all are familiar wit!
biuejacket's suit, but he wante«
whether anybody had ever
consider how he came by

the origin of it is.
“With the exception of the fit
said Mr. Cobur
in the {
YOUNZer ¥e
;79!‘ of the co
from the En
thought that by time th
nation would have fallen
original costume for its
more representative

navy

and permanently into the law of the| it“:r::tn?a:y d?i’:- L the b ':: g
and is a task worthy of the most ma- e t ebr;li.hm to alr 1;1
i s e e L ~ |2 queue after weli much
jestic tradition of the law.’ That the|nnovance was feit conse-
ad of the government thus dedicates| quence of oii getrtir igh serge

If to that task should be an in-|of their jumpers or 1 is caused
'-rx'at on to the great profession which|the biue collar of material
he chose as his.own. It Is high service.| as the jumper to he added, but without
Tt should, and in our judgment it much Success, as the col looked quite

| bring out willing velunteers to aid in its
i accomplishment.

Information of Impertance.
From Oliver Herforg s “"Simpile Jography.™

i rounded by Neéwtons.
{ France is the greatest
{ on earth.

The Folding Bedouins and the Haill
Roomanians are semi-nomadic tribes be-
! lieved by some to be d”scended from the

Millinery Power

as untidy; sc at length
ting the biue drill one over
was adopted.the drill collar t
rate appendage. and
washed and kept clean.
“The lanyard was worn represent
the ropes and rigging of the ship, and
the jack-knife indicated that (to be para-
doxical) the blueiacket's obje life
was death—to his enemy

“In those days the neck was expoaad,
but as time went on and more thought
was given to the welfare of the men. '.h s
was found to be I
hence the substitution n’ ::-e w?s’.te neck
flannel, white being used to give the #f-
fect of the uncovered neck. The two rows
of white braid at the top of the euff rep-
esent England and Ireland, the one row
at the“bettom showing that Scotland had
not become annexed. The rows of braid
on the coliar represeni. wholly and

the idea of put-
the serge
& & sepe-
therefore easily

1o

in

age.

solely the victories of N

o




